tion to the Council of the League. This means, if it means anything, that Canada has now not only achieved a national consciousness, but has won from the rest of the world--with the apparent exception of the United States--the recognition of this nationai consciousness.
It is the object of this essay to explain--if only in a tentative way--how this national feeling came into existence. .
I. THE FIRST BEGINNINGS
In the beginning was geography. The influence of geography' on Canadian history, and especially the influence of the Atlantic Ocean, has been at all stages profound; but in no way more so than in stimulating the growth of Canadian national feeling. Even in the period of French rule, the distance between the Old World and the New--a distance much greater in those days of sailing-ships than in these of steam-ships, trans-Atlantic cables, and wireless telegraphy--combined with the wide variance between the geographical conditions prevailing in the two continents to produce in Canada signs of a distinct local feeling. This local feeli,n_g did not reach in New France the height which it reached in the English colonies to the south, where it contributed to bring about the American Revolution; but toward the end of the French period it became much stronger than is sometimes realized. Ample evidence of it is to he found in the letters of Montcalm, t-lmse beautiful epistles which the devoted h•ro wrote home to his beloved Candiac. "I am extolled," he complains in one letter, written not long after his arrival in Canada, "in order to f6ster Canadian prejudice." The unhappy relations between Montcalm, the commander of the French regulars, and Vaudreuil, the Carradian-born governor, were reflected in the relations between the ,French and the Canadian officers of lesser rank.
The Canadian captains of militia, most of them veterans of many a border foray and Indian battle, ranked junior to the yr.ungest subaltern of the regular forces newly arrived from France, and perhaps without active service of any kind; and this fact alone served to excite a distinctive Canadian feeling.
After the British conquest, the influence of geograph. y continued to operate among the French-Canadia. ns, until in the beginning of the nineteenth century it bore fruit in the ideal of la nation canadienne. But among the English-speaking Canadians French Canadians to France.
These three events combined to fashion the mould of the nationality that was to be. The first impetus to the growth of Canadian national feeling was given by the War of 1812. This war--in other respects one of the most futile and meaningless in history--had at any rate this result, that it gave birth in Canada to that feeling of selfreliance and self-respect without which no strong national spirit can well exist.
In 1812 Such hopes, however, were to some extent doomed to disappointment. • In the twenty-five years that followed 1812, there sprang up in Canada a political conflict which in Lower Canada transformed itself into a struggle between '"the two races"--a struggle of such a character that when Lord Durham came to Canada in 1888 he professed to find "two nations warring in the bosom of a single state". The results of this quarrel, some of which are far from extinct to-day, cannot be too greatly deplored; nor is it well to attempt to minimize them. And yet, on the other hand, it is an even greater mistake to exaggerate them. When one considers the history of countries like Ireland, Poland, and the Balkans, where peoples similarly diverse in language, religion, and historical traditions have been placed in juxtaposition, one is forced to the conclusion that after all the French and the English in Canada have not got on badly together. The Rebellion of 1887 was the only occasion on which the two peoples have come into anything like armed conflict; and it was far from being a revolt of the whole of the French-Canadian people. It was limited to only one or two districts, and the whole weight of the French-Canadian church was thrown against it. It was, moreover, an accident, directly due to a faulty constitution, which forced the two peoples in Lower Canada into opposite camps, and gave each a weapon with which to smite the other. It is wrong, therefore, to regard the struggle of 1837 as having interposed an insuperable barrier against the growth of a common spirit between the English and the French in Canada. From another viewpoint, moreover, the Rebellian of 1887 actually contributed to the growth of Canadian national feeling, for it resulted in the grant to Canada of self-government. As Edward Blake pointed out in his famous Aurora speech of 1874, "It is impossible to foster a national spirit unless yon have national interests to attend to." The growth of Canadian selfgovernment, which began under Lord Sydenham in 1841, and which has been going on ever since, gave Canadians distinct national interests to attend to, and so encouraged the growth of a distinct national spirit. It led between 1841 and 1840 to the control by Canadians of their own domestic affairs; it led between 1849 and 18159 to Canada's fiscal independence of the Mother Country; and it is leading in our own day to a degree of political autonomy which is practically complete. It is true that in the struggle for self-government the element of nationalism did not at first appear on the surface, except perhaps in Lower Canada. The paper in which William Lyon Mackenzie carded on his political agitation was frankly named The Colonial Advocate. Yet even in the early Reformers the yeast of natio•nalism was no doubt working. unseen. The very fact of the struggle for self-government was in itself an evidence of the inarticulate growth of a national consciousness. The infant, as yet unborn, was stirring within the womb.
II. NATIONAL UNITY.
The greatest single factor in the growth of Canadian national feeling has been no' doubt the movement toward national unity, or, as it is more commonly described in Canada, the movement In 1849 it appeared as a plank in the platform of the British American League, an association formed partly for the purpose of rehabilitating the shattered fortunes of the Tory party. In 18154 Joseph Howe, in his famous speech on "The Organization of the Empire", discussed the idea at some length, and admitted that "there would be great advantages arising from a ,union of these colonies". In 1858 several events combined to bring the project into the public eye. In the first place, A. T. Galt,-the Canadian finance minister who successfully vindicated the fiscal independence of Canada, and whose protectionist ideas were merely the expression in the economic sphere of his nationalist aspirations, entered the Macdonald-Cartier administration in that year on the understanding that Confederatio;n would be made a feature of the government's programme; and a delegation composed of Galt, Cartier, and Rose was actually sent to England that autumn with a view to ascertaining the views of the British government with regard to Confederation--though Unfortunately, thanks to the apathetic immobility of the British government, .the delegation resulted in nothing. In the second all-Canadian national feeling. Even among the partisans of Canfederation, there were comparatively few who seem to have thought of Confederation in terms of nationalism. John A. Macdonald spoke of it as "founding a great nation", and he prophecied _that under Confederation "England will have in us a friendly nation"; but these references, true as they were to the coming event, were hardly more than incidental. In the speeches of George Brown, Alexander Mackenzie, and even--strange as it may seem--A. T. Galt, there is hardly anything which can be construed as a nationalist confession of faithk Apart from McGee, Morris, and one or two other nationalists, the only outstanding figure in the house who dealt at length with the nationalistic aspect of Confederation was Georges-Etienne Cartier; and Cartier's defence of the doctrine of "the new nationality"--a phrase which had been inco.rporated in the Speech from the Thronc :was so sound and salutary, so in line with the most recent results of modem thought, so full of lessons for Canadians to-day, that it is worth while quoting at length:
The question for us to ask ourselves was this: Shall we be content to remain separate--shall we be content to maintain a mere provincial existence, when, by combining together, we could become a great nation? . . . Objection had been taken to the scheme now under consideration, bemuse of the words "new nationality". Now, •hen we were united together, if union were attained, we would form a political nati .onality with which neither the national origin, nor the religion of any individual would interfere. It was lamented by some that we had this diversity of races, and hopes were expressed that this distinctive feature wo•ld cease. of a retiring disposition, had hitherto limited his efforts to occasional contributions to the Toronto Telegraph; bu•t at l/h•e request of his friends he at last undertook to prepare and deliver this public lecture. The lecture was published first in t•he Toronto Globe, and afterwards it was issued as a separate brochure, and from the outse't' it attracted widespread attention. Read in cold blood to-day, it may seem, as Goldwin Smith said, to belong "to the heyday of Confederatio,n and of youth", but'its effect at the time was great. It embodied in passionate phrases a growing sentiment, it gave coherent shape to a floating idea, and it provided the Canadian nationalists with a rallying-point. The first part of Foster's lecture was devoted to an eloquent survey of Canadian' history, with a view to showing that the achievements of Canadians had been such as any people might take pride in. Lest, however, Canadians might vaunt themselves unduly, they were reminded that Canada was still spoken of slightingly in the outside world. "The normal Old World idea respecting us and our country resolves itself into huge pictures in which frost and snow, falling timber, snow-shoes, furs, and wild Indians are the moist prominent, if not the only, objects of vision." For years, moreover, British policy had "isolated the Proyinces to prevent their absorption in the neighbouring Republic, and in so doing stunted the growth of a n.ative national sentiment". Consequently, even among Canadians themselves there were those who had little confidence in the future of their country. "There are too many Cassandras in our midst; too many who whimper over our supposed weakness and exaggerate others' supposed strength." What was needed was the encouragement of a strong national s•pirit. "Unless we intend to be hewers of wood and drawers of water until the end, we should in right earnest set about strengthening tl•e foundations of our identity." That there were difficulties in the way was not denied. "There are asperities of race, o{ creed, of interest to be allayed, and a comp(•site people to be rendered homogeneous." But the task of fusing and blending the diverse elements in Canada was pronounced to be less difficult than it seemed. All that was needed was "some common basis of agreement strong enough to counteract disintegrating tendencies"; and this common basis, it was affirmed, was to be found in an all-Canadian national feeling.
During the two or three years which followed the publication of Foster's address, it was frequently suggested that Canada First should organize itself as a definite political party. The wiser heads of the party, realizing that to do so would embroil them with the older political parties, preferred to exert an influence through less formal channels. It was, indeed, one of the earliest articles in the creed of Canada First that partyism was an evil, and that an attem•.t ought to be made to get back to the golden correct; what she obtained was the right to make informal agreements with foreign states to bring in concurrent legislation. But this was, to all intents and purposes, the equivalent of the treaty-making power in commercial matters; and in 1908 the principle was adopted that, so far as political treaties were concerned, Canada was not to be bound by any imperial treaty unless she signified her willingness to be bound by it. These developments, as is obvious, went far toward making Canada a completely autonomous nation within the British Empire, and even toward making her a unit in international politics.
Sir the city of Ottawa and its environs could even at this late date be erected into a federal district, under the administration of the federal government, and with the same guarantees for both the French and English languages which exist at present in the federal sphere, is a large and difficult question; but if some such concessions as this could be made by the English-speaking majority in Canada, the result would be, no-doubt, to consolidate greatly Canadian national feeling--a national feeling based, not on the factors of language and religion, but on those of a common fatherland, a common history, a common allegiance, ,common political ideals, and common hopes for the future.
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